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LIVING ALONG/Museun Mile

At the Intersection of Art and Nature

Ay C. 1 HUGHES

IRST'RATE pamtings, photos and

films offer plenty of reasons 0

duck inside the nine cultaral instl
tations Sning Museurn Mile, a narrow
siice of Uppor Manhattan fronting Cen-
tral Park

But on a warm Sunday afteynoon,
Judging from the crowd neur the Metro-
potican Museum of Ard, it seemed 25 i
most residents of and visitors (0 the
wrea, which cuts through Caroegle Hill
und Exst Harfem, were outside.

Couples hauled shapping hags, twa 1o
4 hand, past dazens af tables
with art-themed beic-f-brac, like Van
Gogh seif-portrasts modified as mag-
wets. Wide stroblers stood wheel ©
whwel in a playgrouend; their passen-
(es Were now busy scrambling up fat.
top Mayan-stybe pyramids. And hun-
Ureds sat rapt oo the museum's deps
while a five-piece  doowop  group
crooned  Sam  Cooke's  “Wonderful
Waorkd," & if badding = kast hurrah to fall,

On weekdays, a moce subdued mood
peevails along the well-scrabbed bocks,
which have a reputation a5 bomutiful nrd
pricey. Passers-hy are more accustomesd
10 keeping company with the stons cren.
wares trouching on the sren's castielie
tuiddings — the owls on the Ukralnlon
Lnstatute of America on East 791h Street,
say, or the cherubs at & canverted condo
idim at 1200 Fifth Avenue,

Contrasts like these are a distmguish-
g feature of Museum Mile, sasd Ron
Berger, an advertising executive, who
in W08 moved from a four-bedroam
bauise in Passaic County, N.J., (0 & two-
Dedroom coop.

The windows of has corner unit, which
004 $2.965 million, at ance revesd the
nasural tabieau of Central Pk, asd the
archatecture of the former Vanderbin

manman that i home to the Neue Ga-
Jerie New York, & museum of German
and Austrion st

“You have this incredible building,”
Mr. Borger sail, "and when the jeaves
arw down, you can 2150 see lights com-
ing through from cars oo the park doive,
s ane of these great Now York views."

Not that the changes in scepery are
always harmonioes, The renovation of
the Guggeohoim Museum, ot SSth
Strvet, for ple, drew complai
sibout its three-year duration.

Other museains have clesed for ex-
tended periods while refurbishing, Hke
El Museo del Barrio, on Plfth and 104th,
witich untll October had been shut down
for 17 months. Classroom tralbers hog
the yard of the Cooper-Heawilt museanm,
nr §ist, while it expands, and Goethe-
Irstitut New York, on Fifth at 83rd, will
redocate 1o SoHo next month 1o allow for
the inatallation of spriniders.

The Mount Sino Medioal Center has

Agenersted controversy with its plan for
@ 25%- umit rental tower ot 4 12nd Street,
because at 45 stories (L will be the high-
g5t structure sround, even Surpassing
the black holk of the Annenberg Build-
fng at Fifth and fdch

The new high-rise, heing developed
by  Durst Fetner Residentiol leldps
Moumt Sinul finance o pew wing. As
part of the denl, the hospital, which did
not return calls seeking comment, also
sold Durst Fetner o peewar former reot-
al ut 1212 Fifth Avenue, which will house
&1 condos, said Hal Fetnor, the chief ex-
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ocutive.

The address of Hind and Fifth
“doesn't roll off peopie's wague now.”
Mr. Fetner sasd, “bat we're rying (o
change thae."”

There 15 lingerng I will oves the
deal, sald Matthew Washington, the
chainman-elect of Manhattan Cosneisni-
ty Board 11, which opposed it. Height
=0t the oaly ohjectson, he said. There is
akso the fact that the building won't In-
cliade housing moee alfocdabéa (o mid-
die- or lowes-isoonye residents.

That may not be an isue for the part
of Museam Mile that runs tirough welk-
heeled Carnegle HilL but in East Har-
fem, where the aveeage annial income
is §24,000, it's @ serlous shortcoming, he
odded, underscoring perhaps Museum
Mile’s moat striking dispasity. 7

As huildings are converted, *a Jot of
people are being displaced,” Mr. Wash-
ington said, “and we're fighting 1o keep
them here”

What You'l Find

Actunlty measuring abosit o mile and
o hall In Jength, 1the rectangalar neigh-
borhood, bound thematically by mu-
seums, k= bound geographically by Fifth
and Madison Avenoes, and East 79th
and East 100th Streets. with much of it
protected by two landmark districes

At the northern polng sits the wifin-
ished shell of the first mussum (o be
built since the Cuoggenholm i 1959,
(The Whitney opened in 1066 but 15 Just
sonth of Museum Mile.) Called the Mu.
seum for African Art, it will feature a
three-level space topped by 116 condos.

Its developar is Brickmun; Robert A, M.
Stern is the architect

Though initially scheduled for a 2006
completson, the huilding is now ta be fin.
tshad In Jupe, with the condoes followlng
nuxt winter, sald Roderick O'Connor, u
Brickman principal.

Focing it is Archur A, Schomburg Pla
20, 0 IwinAowered compiex recently re.
moved from the Mitchell-Lama fford-
uble howsing progrin and reboanded as
the “Heritage at Schomburg Plaza,*

Sido streets nearby, like Exat 106¢h,
cantain warn apartments laced with fire
escwpes;  betteraged row  houses,
whose earth-funed stooe facades recall
battlements. stand on East Mth

Squeezed amid ther bulldings to the
south are Bemuxe-Arts town hooses with
fanterns, bakonles and verdigrs roots,
like (he one owned by Mayoe Blece-
borg on East ™th. Condos are part of
e mix, (oo: The soaring 30 East 86th
was completed In 1967,

Museumn Mike is probably best known
for elegant brck co-ops, including & doz-
en designed by 1 E. R, Carpenter, who
can counl Dr. Marianne Legato, an in-
ternist and cardiologist, among bis fans.

Last year, Dr, Legato left her rental in
the Manhattan House ar East 65th
Streot, where she had Hved far 40 years,
and paid $2.1 milllon for a six-room wnlt
at 1150 Fifth. Though it required » *sig.
niflcam” redo, she said, the budding's
architecture is worthit,

“When | came into my bemtiful tod-
by, with its lovely proportions.” she said,
*[ thooght, "This 15 the place for me""

What You'll Pay

Sales activity has dropped  signifi-
cantly olong Museam Miko, though

ON THE AVENUE
Looking north
up Fifth Avenue
toward the
Jewish Musewm
at 92nd Strest
gives a taste of
the area’s
botanical and
nrehitectural
benusties,

PERIIGG VAN ERE FUR TIHE VEW TEEN TIMEY

prices cemain strung.

Froe January to mid-November of
2007, pear the market's peak, there were
252 sales of co-ops. condos arel town
Iouses, for an averuge price of $4,2 mil-
losy, according to sales data,

Prices ranged fram $399000, for &
S0-square-foot 0o-0p at 1361 Madisun
Avenie, 1o S48 million for s seven-bed-
oo co-op a2 1000 Fifth Avenpe.

The year has seen 84 doals, a 63 per-
oot decreaze, largedy in line with Man-
hattan as 0 whole, Prices have barely
hudged; the avernge is $4.01 millkan

“1f yon did not have (o soll your apsart-
menl" sald Lz Fishman, a Stribling
broker, “you didn’t pul it on the market,
becmse vou woald get o reduced prico”
Many sedlers “figure, let's wait tiil the
markel comes up.”

The Schools

‘The pubbec schooks wre mixed. At Cen-
tral Parit East 2, which teaches kinder-
gurten througl 1t gradoe, 83 percent of
fourth-graders met state standards kast
yoor in math while 44 percent did 8o In
Englsh. Citywide, these percentages
were 55 and 659

At Pubilic School 171, which toaches
kindergarten through eighth grade, 100
percent of fourth-graders met stund-
ards in math and 98 percent In English
Ins eiglvh grodle, percentages were 85
and 57, versus 71 and 57 citywide,

Al Park East High School kst year
SAT averages were 407 i marts, 391 Iy
reading and 390 In writing, versus 515,
502 and 494 sttewde,

But such are the area’s contriats that
it Is hard 10 throw a squash ball and sot
hit a privaze school SL David's, St Ber-
nard's, Daiton, Spence and Nightingie-

Bambord are all here or close by,

What to Do

There's the park, of course, But save
for sidewalk vendoes, Fifth Avenue here
doesn't offer much shopping. For that,
resicdonts heod to Madison, which 1s
chockablock with boutigues, including
hip clothing stores for kids, between
Btith and DO1h Streets.

In the windon of Greenstones, Too,
recently, there was & chikl-size (hree-
guarterssheeve Tsdirt emblazoned with
i motoreycle, while Banpoint displayed
designer denim. Parents might savor
the Cormer Hookstore, which casts o
warm plow on an evesing sidewallk.

The Commute

The Nos 4, § and § sabway lines atop
ot 85h Street and Lexingtan Avenue.
Local § service is avadlabde st 770, 96th
and 1030d Streets, But 10 avold the easts
wiurd walk, some residents opt for the
bus, Including the ML, M2, M and M4,
which nffer Brited-8l0p seryice alang
Feth Avenue to Midtown in 16 minutes,

The History

Frawiey Clrcle, the Cotumbus-Clreke-
Sike roundabout with skinny trees ot
Centrul Park's northeastern corner, wis
named (or James L. Prowley, a dlate seiv-
ator who also ran the construction com-
panmy that built the Manhattan und
Quesnsboro Brwdges, The statue that
anchors the clrcle, however, & of Duke
Ellington, the jazx musician, mmoetal-
1zed here becsuse of his Hirbem connec-
Lian, aloagside i grand plano.




